
 

 

How To Take Good Photos For iNaturalist Observations 
   Think about capturing some of these key features when photographing organisms. 
 

• Plants (flowers, buds, leaves, whole plant on stem) 
• Trees (leaves, buds, flowers/fruits, bark, patterns of branches on trunk) 
• Amphibians (full body to /side, w/ object for scale) 
• Reptiles (full body top/side, coloration of throat) 
• Fish (side view of full body) 
• Birds (feather coloration, beak shape) 
• Fungi (side view, underside) 
• Mollusks (top, bottom, and side of shell) 
• Mammals (track and signs w/ object for scale) 
• Arachnids (top view for full body, eye pattern, web or hole) 
• Caterpillars (full body, host plant) 
• Butterflies & Moths (full body/side view with wings out or together) 
• Beetles (full body top, legs, coloration) 
• Ants, Bees, & Wasp (full body) 
• Aquatic invertebrates (full body) 
• Lichens (full organism) 

How To Take Good Photos For iNaturalist Observations 
    Think about capturing some of these key features when photographing organism   
 

• Plants (flowers, buds, leaves, whole plant on stem) 
• Trees (leaves, buds, flowers/fruits, bark, patterns of branches on trunk) 
• Amphibians (full body to /side, w/ object for scale) 
• Reptiles (full body top/side, coloration of throat) 
• Fish (side view of full body) 
• Birds (feather coloration, beak shape) 
• Fungi (side view, underside) 
• Mollusks (top, bottom, and side of shell) 
• Mammals (track and signs w/ object for scale) 
• Arachnids (top view for full body, eye pattern, web or hole) 
• Caterpillars (full body, host plant) 
• Butterflies & Moths (full body/side view with wings out or together) 
• Beetles (full body top, legs, coloration) 
• Ants, Bees, & Wasp (full body) 
• Aquatic invertebrates (full body) 
• Lichens (full organism) 


